The above review shows that the major challenges facing higher education in the Arab World have to do with raising the quality of higher education, investing more in R&D, keeping pace with scientific and technological developments, and bridging the great gap between business and academia, which can be done through the adoption of online learning and blended education as indicated in the online learning section.
Online Learning
Online learning has been gaining more interest, credibility · The 10% growth rate for online enrollments far exceeds the 2% growth in the overall higher education student population.
· Thirty-one percent of higher education students now take at least one course online.
· Reported year-to-year enrollment changes for fully online programs by discipline show most are growing.
· Academic leaders believe that the level of student satisfaction is equivalent for online and face-to-face courses.
· 65% of higher education institutions now say that online learning is a critical part of their long-term strategy.
· There continues to be a consistent minority of academic leaders concerned that the quality of online instruction is not equal to courses delivered face-to-face (Allen and Seaman, 2011).
The report also points out that 51% of its 2,500 college academic officers consider e-learning, and face-to-face outcomes the same, 22.7% consider e-learning somewhat inferior, 9.7% consider it inferior, 13.8% consider it somewhat superior, and 2.7% consider it superior (Allen and Seaman, 2011). · Enhancing the national and/or regional human capital.
· Providing a learning environment which is more friendly to students hesitant to participate actively in face-toface classes due to the anonymity provided by online learning and the greater time duration they need for answering questions and doing homework.
· Curbing the cost of higher education, increasing access, and enhancing its quality.
Some Challenges for Blended Learning
Major challenges facing blended education are as follows · Training the faculty and support staff in the design, production, provision and evaluation of the blended learning academic material.
· The time, effort and support required for transforming the face-to-face system in a blended system.
· Providing the required technology comprising highspeed wireless, high-speed bandwidth, smart phones, and cloud computing equipment.
· Local, regional, and international real cooperation and networking.
Spread of Blended Learning
In Dziuban, leader and proponent of blended learning did a two-year study (four semesters) comprising a total of 270 students divided into three equal groups doing face-to-face, online, and blended courses respectively. He states that "students rate the quality of their blended experience as high as or higher than their face-to-face courses (Dziuban et.al., 2004 ).
In The paper has also provided a general review of online and blended/hybrid education with emphasis on the advantages of technology-based academic provision and has argued for adopting the blended education approach as it contributes to making HE more accessible, affordable, sustainable and accountable.
